[18-FDG-PET in a case of recurrent malignant schwannoma].
The peripheral nerve sarcoma, also called malignant schwannoma, is originally a soft tissue sarcoma. It is mainly located in the peripheral sheath nerve of the limbs and usually infiltrates the nerve fibres. We present the case of a thirty year old woman with a malignant schwannoma in her left leg sciatic nerve who had been treated on several occasions. An 18-FDG positron emission tomography was performed to evaluate the management of the patient. It showed regional recurrence, which required leg amputation. The pathological result has confirmed the PET diagnosis. PET can be a useful technique to detect recurrence for this kind of tumor, mainly in patients who have been previously radiated when the MRI is insufficient to perform a differential diagnosis between postirradiation fibrosis and tumoral recurrence, allowing for suitable therapeutic management of the patient.